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Community Holiday Spirit 
Township Trustee Eric Rohn and his wife 

Holly have cheerfully lit up the dark days of  

December with a light display on their West  

Sharon Road home.  As one of the oldest  

homes in the community, this is surely not  

the first time for festive lights, but it reminds  

us that this is a season of hope, and for many  

a time to dream of all the possibilities that  

the future holds…especially our youngsters. 

 
Eric Rohn and his son Mason on the front 

porch of their Garfield Township home. 

Park Grant Preliminaries 
Survey and engineering are complete and 

construction of new access road and 

playground will begin in the spring of 2023. 

As part of the Garfield Parks Master Plan, a 

Michigan Spark Grant is also being sought 

to compliment this project with a Pedestrian 

Pathway along West Sharon Road leading to 

Veterans Memorial Park, among other 

quality recreation improvements for all. 

Spring Cleanup; Save Date 
As always, this occurs over the Memorial 

Day Weekend.  The 2023 cleanup will be 

7AM-Noon Saturday May 27th at the Hatley 

Road Annex Property.  Cleanup Rules are 

posted on the Garfield Township Website.  

Park & Rec Bottle Drive will occur at the 

same time and location.  Direction Signs 

will be posted at all intersections. 

Pickleball Court Interest 
We asked for Volunteers; we got numerous 

emails of support.  Based on the high level 

of interest we have included this 

development in the Michigan Spark Grant 

Application.  We are still in need of a 

Volunteer to champion this cause and lead 

the initiative; if interested contact Jerry at 

garfieldparksandrecreation@yahoo.com.  

Community Business 

Taffeltown Lodge has become a historical 

destination; if you’re looking for great food 

and a delightful atmosphere; you’ll like what 

Rene’ and Deano have done to the place. 

While still a work in progress, it’s always 

warm, quiet, friendly and close to home.    

They also host group events and family 

gatherings. Give them a call at (231) 564-

1203 and help support our local business 

community.  

Christmas Bazaar a Success 
Local artisans, crafters and bakers came  

November 27th for the first annual Christmas 

at Taffeltown Lodge.  This was a service to 

the community and enjoyed an 

overwhelming response from the public. 
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Angell Drive Bridge Update 
Residents living on the east side of Cannon 

Creek have been unable to use their 

historical access across the creek due to the 

unsafe condition of a culvert; they have been 

forced onto a detour that adds miles to their 

commute.  With all private property owners 

in agreement a new culvert will be installed 

by Spring of 2023 and possibly a temporary 

repair during the interim period.  All permits 

have been submitted to DNR and EGLE, 

contractor has been retained and funding has 

been secured.  Once again, Trout Unlimited 

has answered the call and continues to invest 

in the fishing grounds of our community.  

We all owe them many Thanks for this 

repair and the benefits it will bring to our 

fishery; easpecially so for those living on the 

east shore of Cannon Creek.  Thank You!  

 

Pioneer Family Recognized 
This years Pioneer Family is Moses and 

Martha Donathan who moved to the area in 

1898 from Greenup, Kentucky to make a 

new home for their family.  In the early 

days, Moses worked as a lumberjack 

throughout Northern Michigan and farmed 

forty acres on Donathan Road. Since then, 

Donathans have been an integral part of the 

Garfield Community for five generations.  

The homestead property remains in the 

family to this day.  Over 100 descendants 

were present for the presentation of the 

award, including great, great grandchildren.   

 
Mary Lou Stuck presenting the 2022 

Pioneer Family Proclamation to the 

descendants of Moses & Martha Donathan 

Park Signage Added 
In an effort to assist residents and visitors 

alike in their wayfinding; the Township 

Board approved the installation of new 

directional signage at the East Drive to 

Veterans Memorial Park.  Also included 

were the Park Restrictions in effect. 

 
 

 

DNR Information Meeting 
Mr. Thomas “Tom” Barnes, (Forest Unit 

Manager) has been invited to explain his 

duties, reponsibilities and authority as it 

relates to proposed lease of DNR lands to 

Camp Grayling for military training.  He 

will review the history of this practice going 

back to 1935; and will also answer any 

questions raised.  The Public Comment 

period has closed, but this meeting intended 

to provide an opportunity to ask questions of 

the state agency responsible for holding the 

military accountable.  The meeting will be 

held at the Lower Level of the Garfield 

Town Hall 5:30-7:00PM Friday December 

2nd, 2022.  This meeting was also posted on 

the Township Website. 

 

Garden Club Volunteers 
Spring construction improvements to 

Veterans Memorial Park will create 

opportunities to improve the appearance 

around the grounds. There are countless 

ways to help beautify our public places; we 

just need a few good ideas to make our Park 

glow.  If you have a green thumb and a 

natural eye for landscaping, give us a call.  

We’d love to hear what you have in mind. 


